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Former ALIVE
center director
signs plea
agreement
MARIANNE HALE
news@chherald.com
Katrina Phelps, former
ALIVE Center director,
signed a plea agreement
in which she admitted to
misapplying grant money
at the center.
Misapplying money
means she spent grant
money in ways it wasn’t
intended to be spent.
Phelps,
a
former
psychology professor at
Western, has been charged
with one count of federal
program fraud, according
to a press release from the
office of the acting U.S.
attorney for the Western
district of Kentucky.
The money came from
two U.S. Department of
Justice grants.
Phelps faces a maximum
penalty of 10 years in
prison, a $250,000 fine and
supervised release for up
to three years, according
to the press release.
See PLEA,

page

5

SGA sets date
for student
regent election
MARY BARCZAK
news@chherald.com
Western students will
cast their vote for student
regent in less than two
weeks despite dissenting
opinions from some
Student
Government
Association executives.
At a meeting on Feb. 10,
the Student Government
Association
Judicial
Council voted to have a
special election for student
regent.
The election will take
place on Feb. 24 and 25,
Chief Justice Lisa Kappler
said. 	 The vote was two
to one in favor of having
the election.
Associate
Justice
Stuart Kenderes, an
Independence sophomore
voted in favor of having a
special election.
“When a president
resigns, then the duties
go to the executive vice
president, except being
student regent,” Kenderes
said.
See REGENT,

page

ARIANA MCLAUGHLIN/Herald

Democrat Mike Reynolds listens to the final results for the Kentucky legislative seat as (left to right) Barbara Burns, Keshia Shockley and Timothy Morris react to the television. “Very few words can describe what people can do when they come together. People are what make a campaign,” said Morris, Reynolds’ field director.

Unexpected
Outcome
Reynolds overtakes Hughes in state senate
MARIANNE HALE &
JOSH MOORE
news@chherald.com
Mike Reynolds’ cell phone
rang throughout his victory
speech at his house Tuesday
night, but he didn’t let that
interrupt him.
Reynolds, the Democratic
nominee, defeated J. Marshall
Hughes, the Republican
nominee, in a special election
for the Kentucky Senate
District 32 seat.
The position was left open
after Brett Guthrie, R-Ky.,
won a seat in the U.S. House of
Representatives in November.
The district includes Warren
and Butler counties.
About 20 percent of
registered voters cast their

votes in the special election.
Reynolds received 8,283
votes to Hughes’ 6,858 votes,
according to the Kentucky State
Board of Elections Web site.
Of 74,215 registered voters
in the district, 15,141 voted.
The turnout was better than
usual for a state senate special
election, said Les Fugate,
deputy assistant secretary of
state.
The candidates had about
a month to campaign for the
special election, Fugate said.
“There wasn’t a lot of
buzz about the race here
in Frankfort,” he said. “I
assume that most of the work
was coming from the local
officials.”
See REYNOLDS,

page

Daniel Houghton/Herald

J. Marshall Hughes, right, the Republican candidate for the 32nd senate district seat, reacts to the
precinct totals as they come in at the Warren County Republican headquarters in downtown Bowling
Green with Troy Brooks, a Hughes supporter.
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Reform Review
Gov. Steve Beshear urges a review of
the Kentucky Education Reform Act.
It may affect Western’s remedial
programs. PAGE 6
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IN THE SHADOW OF THE HILL: This
semester Herald photojournalists
find interesting stories on the edges
of campus. PAGE 2
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YOUR VOICE
Editorials, commentaries, letters
to the editor and comics. PAGE 4
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Western sells bonds needed to
continue with several construction
projects across campus. PAGE 3
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Marriage licenses are issued
each day in Las Vegas.
Percent of women in America
would dump their boyfriend if
they didn’t get them anything
for Valentine’s Day.
Is the average age for an
American mother to have
her first child.

Source: http://www.amusingfacts.com/facts/statistics
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Crime report

Report
u Caley Foster, Bates-Runner Hall,
reported on Feb. 9 that the front passenger
side window was broken out of her 2003
Toyota Echo in Parking Structure 1. The
value of the damage was $250.

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box
contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. Solution, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com

a

thousand

words
This semester Herald photojournalists find
interesting stories on the edges of campus.

in the shadow of the Hill
ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ

R

odrix Brooks, a 27-yearold former Western
student, plays with dogs
at the Warren County Animal
Shelter while their cages are
being cleaned out.
“I guess it’s like us inmates,
the misconception, people think
we’re more aggressive than we
really are,” Brooks said.
Brooks is a part of a
program that gives state
inmates convicted of class D
felonies and sentenced to less
than five years a chance to
work for the Bowling Green
community. Brooks was brought
into Warren County Regional
Jail last November and had his
first day of work at the shelter
Wednesday. Until his release,
he will spend every day going to
the shelter at 8 a.m. and spend
eight hours cleaning the cages, feeding the animals and walking the
dogs.
“At first I was skeptical about coming out here, but now I
understand … it’s a lot more work than one would think … but it’s
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worth it,” Brooks said. “These are underprivileged animals that no
one really wants at the moment, but hopefully they’ll be able to get
a family … a place to go, someone to care for them.
Brooks describes himself as an animal lover.
“I have four dogs … I did, I don’t have them anymore.”
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ADMINISTRATION

Western sells $47.6 million in bonds

Regent

Continued

from front page

Kenderes said he knows that
some of the SGA members
might be wary of the special
election because they don’t
want any animosity among
members.
“Tension in democracy isn’t
always a bad thing though,” he
said. “It could be good for the
student body.”
Kappler voted against having a special election.
“I did not think that the
election was good for SGA or
necessary because the constitu-

Herald

tion has a gray area,” Kappler
said in an e-mail. “It says one
must occur but that judicial
council has the authority to set
the timeline as it sees fit.”
She said the constitution
doesn’t demand an election so
she sees no reason to divide
SGA.
“It is judicial council’s job
to interpret the constitution,
and I interpreted it as I saw it,”
Kappler said in an e-mail.
She said in the e-mail that
as chief justice she will uphold
the decision and conduct the
election to the best of her ability.
President Kayla Shelton said
her main focus remains serving

Includes a stage house, dressing
rooms, new performing arts equipment and a complete renovation of
the auditorium.

Includes proposing options for Grise
Hall and its site dimensions as
it relates to the fine arts center.
Options range from keeping all or
part of the building or rebuilding the
Gordon Ford College of Business on
its current site.

Expansion of Preston
Center Phase II

Includes a cardio/weightlifting addition and upgrades to the mechanical,
electrical and fire protection systems.

▼

Includes design for additional music
space, classrooms, offices and storage space.

Renovation of the Science
Campus Phase III
Includes renovation of Science and
Technology Hall.

▼

Replacement of Gordon Ford
College of Business Phase I

Renovation of the fine
arts center Phase I

Acquisition of property and
construction of parking lots
Includes drainage improvements and
upgrades to the Adams Street parking lot, getting property and expanding the University Boulevard lot and
Normal Drive and improvements to
the Pearce-Ford Tower and upper
Chestnut Street lots.

Source: The bond official statement

Renovation of Van Meter Hall

▼

Western’s projects funded by agency bonds sold on Feb. 4:

▼

reason,’” he said.
Officials used money Western
already had to start some of the
construction projects, Cummings
said. The bonds will pay back the
money used to get the projects
started.
Agency bonds usually fund
capital construction projects,
Cummings said.
That includes all Western
construction projects, said Bryan
Russell, director of planning,
design and construction.
Other sources, such as private
donations and state or federal
funding, pay for some projects,
he said.
Cummings said officials were
confident that the bonds would sell
at this time.
“We would’ve needed them for
those projects to continue,” he
said.

▼

A recent bond sale will keep
more power tools buzzing on campus.
Wachovia bought about $47.6
million worth of agency bonds on
Feb. 4.
The bonds will pay for six
of Western’s construction projects, Chief Financial Officer Jim
Cummings said.
Agency bonds are bonds that
agencies, such as universities, are
authorized by the state to sell to
raise money and pay back with
their own money later.
Western officials will make
payments on the principal, or the
original amount borrowed, once a
year and on interest twice a year,
Cummings said.
Officials wanted to sell the

bonds in December, but they waited to sell them at a lower interest
rate, said Ann Mead, vice president
for finance and administration.
Wachovia had the lowest bid
for the bonds, which was a 4.37
percent interest rate, she said in an
e-mail to the Board of Regents and
President Gary Ransdell.
Officials made the right decision to wait on the sale because
the interest rate was about 5.64
percent in December, Mead said
in the e-mail.
“It can change daily,” she said
of the rate.
Six investors bid on the bonds,
Mead said in the e-mail. The highest interest rate was 4.6 percent.
Cummings said he didn’t know
what made the market more favorable.
“It’s not something you can put
your finger on and say, ‘Here’s the

▼

MARIANNE HALE
news@chherald.com

the student body.
“The judicial council voted
to have a special election,”
Shelton said. “That’s what they
decided, so I support it.”
Executive Vice President
Skylar Jordan presented a letter
to the judicial council on Feb.
10 saying a special election
wasn’t necessary.
He said that, while he may
not agree with the council’s
decision, he doesn’t question it.
Jordan told SGA members
to put aside any personal problems that they have with one
another and work together.
“We are the voice of the
student body, so we need to
represent them,” Jordan said.

Student news. Faculty news. Alumni news.
All news.
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RIDE IN STYLE WITH
PARTY 1 LIMO!
Same Price for up to 4 people.
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OTTOMS

TOPS to SGA
setting a date for
the student regent
election.

BOTTOMS No
recess in college.

TOPS to Valentine’s Day giving us
an excuse to eat lots
of chocolate.

BOTTOMS To
the tummy ache
after eating all the
Valentine’s Day
candy.

TOPS to May
weather in February.
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EDITORIAL

Extra!
Extra!

H.S. journalists
deserve rights, too
The issue: The Kentucky
Student Press Bill, currently
waiting a hearing from the state
House Education Committee,
would allow high school journalists to make content decisions in
student media.
Our view: This bill would
allow students to learn about the
rights and responsibilities of the
press and all those who favor
true freedom of the press should
show their support to help get it
passed.
Ever since the Hazelwood
decision of 1988 and the establishment of prior review, high
school journalists have been handicapped by an inability to fully
exercise their First Amendment
rights in a school publication.
It would be ridiculous for an
aspiring math major to enter college with no knowledge of a calculator or for an upcoming biology major to have never peered
through a microscope before
stepping on campus.
But for years, student journalists have been deprived of access
to two of the most important
tools in their arsenal by not being
taught how to utilize their rights
to free press and free speech.
The Kentucky Student Press
Bill would give students the
power to make the decisions
about the content of their media
and encourage advisers to actively provide guidance to those students.
Opponents of the bill argue
that high school students lack the
maturity to make such decisions,
but the Herald feels that teaching
students to be responsible is the
best way to help them mature.
Keeping in mind that high
school journalism is still a learning experience for students, the
bill would also protect schools
and advisers that honor students’
rights from any ramifications that
resulted from a student publication.
The allocation of greater
freedom to student journalists
is in everyone’s best interest
and could help make the public
more aware of what’s happening
around it.
The bill would allow for
important issues that would likely
have been restricted by school
administration to be covered,
including sensitive topics such

as teen pregnancy and teen drinking.
A Web site set up by Greenville
sophomore Josh Moore details
every aspect of the bill, including a list of journalism associations and newspapers that support greater freedoms for student

journalists.
Another section discusses the
efforts made by other states with
similar bills and lists the states
that already have protections in
place.
The Herald encourages readers to write their legislator in

support of this bill by going to
kystudentpress.org and clicking
on the “Contact your legislator”
link.
Sample letters and guidelines
are available to help readers get
started with their letters.
Supporting a bill that teaches

responsibility and maturity in
young people should be a priority
for anyone who cares about continued progress in Kentucky.
This editorial represents the
majority opinion of the Herald’s
10-member editorial board.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Respect others’ views

Monday, for the first time in my Western career, I was ashamed
to say I was a Hilltopper. Earlier Monday, there was a man outside
of the Downing University Center wearing a TURN or BURN
shirt and preaching about God. We at Western should have respect
enough to either listen to the man, or walk away if we don’t agree.
I witnessed countless students flipping off or yelling profanities
at this man for no reason. This man wasn’t hurting anyone; he was,
in his eyes, trying to help us all. Can’t we respectfully disagree, or

has this society and culture turned us into cold, heartless shadows
of what we were taught as children?
Western students need to have the decency to let someone speak
without making them feel inferior. How can we be a university with
international reach if we can’t even reach out and embrace our own
community?
Sam Roach
Denver sophomore

SUBMISSIONS
The Herald encourages
readers to write letters
and commentaries
on topics of public
interest. Here are a few
guidelines:
1. Letters should not exceed
250 words, and commentaries should be 700-800
words.
2. Originality counts. Please
don’t submit plagiarized
work.
3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number,
home town and classification
or title.
4. Letters may not run in
every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for
style, grammar, length and
clarity. The Herald does NOT
print libelous submissions.

A cartoon strip by Annie Erskine

DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed
in this newspaper
DO NOT reflect those of
Western’s employees
or of its administration.
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CAMPUS LIFE

Habitat chapter receives award Plea
Continued

COLE CLAYBOURN
news@chherald.com

housing ministry that works to
eliminate poverty housing and
homelessness, according to the
organization’s Web site.
It was founded in 1976 and
has built more than 300,000
houses, according to the Web
site.
Western’s
Habitat
for
Humanity chapter participates
in the International Collegiate
Challenge every year, Reaka
said. The challenge takes place
during winter and spring breaks.
More than 175 students have
gone on the break trips, Reaka
said.
“This award is incredible,”
Reaka said. “The amount of
excitement that has built around
this shows the dedication of this
group.”
Frankfort junior Sam Kessler,
who is a volunteer with the
Western chapter of Habitat for
Humanity, said the award was
an honor.

“I think it’s pretty cool that
a school like Western is being
recognized nationally for this
award,” he said. “It shows a
lot of character about the
organization.”
The group typically has 40
to 70 active members, Reaka
said. Some schools are known
to take large groups on trips,
but Western generally brings
smaller groups and takes smaller
trips.
“We like smaller groups
because we feel like we can get
more work done that way,” he
said. “With a group of seven or
eight people, it’s more efficient
than a group of 50 or so. With
a large group you tend to have
people standing around not
having anything to do.”
For more information on how
to get involved with Western’s
chapter of Habitat for Humanity
contact the group by e-mail at
Habitat@wku.edu.

College Republicans President
Shane Noem said.
“We went out there all we
could and busted our tail,” said
Continued from front page
Noem, a Union junior.
Reynolds said he’ll be sworn
The results surprised both
in as a senator sometime next candidates’ supporters.
week and then go to Frankfort.
Tim Morris, field director
He said working with Warren for Reynolds, was among the
County residents during his 37 supporters at Reynolds’ house
years as an attorney probably Tuesday night.
helped secure his win.
“ I t ’ s
“I’m just thrilled that
extremely
this is over, and I can go
exciting,”
to Frankfort and help the
Morris
said
people,” Reynolds said.
in
between
Laura
Taylor,
s h a k i n g
Reynolds’ sister, said a
hands
and
crew worked tirelessly
— Margie Cobane hugging fellow
for her brother during
Bowling Green resident supporters. “We
the short campaign.
were expecting
“They really had
to do well in
to hit it running,” she
Warren County,
said.
but not this well.”
The College Republicans
Reynolds’ supporters erupted
campaigned for Hughes, in cheers and applause each time

a new precinct was reported.
At the Republican party
headquarters in Warren County,
Hughes and his supporters
stood in near silence as the
results from each precinct
rolled in.
“I was surprised at what
happened,” Hughes said.
“I thought I was in good
shape.”
Margie Cobane, a Bowling
Green resident and Hughes
supporter, said Hughes wouldn’t
have lost if the election had
been in November with other
elections.
“I’m so disappointed,” she
said. “I can hardly think.”
The Kentucky Senate has 21
Republicans, one Independent
and 16 Democrats, including
Reynolds, according to the
Kentucky Legislative Research
Commission Web site.

Western’s chapter of Habitat
for Humanity has been named
one of the top five programs in
the past 20 years.
The award was part of
the International Collegiate
Challenge sponsored by Habitat
for Humanity.
Bryan Reaka, co-adviser for
the chapter, said the award was
unexpected.
“It was a very pleasant
surprise,” he said. “We didn’t
apply for anything, so this
definitely came as a surprise to us.
Some surprises aren’t so pleasant,
but this one definitely was.”
Western has participated
in at least 23 projects around
the country with Habitat for
Humanity since 2003, Reaka
said.
Habitat for Humanity is a
non-profit ecumenical Christian

Reynolds

“I’m so disappointed I can
hardly think.”

from front page

She’s also agreed to pay
Western the money she
misapplied.
Phelps will appear before
a federal judge, but her court
date hasn’t been set, Phelps’
Attorney Currie Milliken
said.
Phelps was the principle
investigator
of
money
awarded to support the
Kaleidoscope Arts Program
and the ALIVE Center,
two community outreach
programs, said Deborah
Wilkins, chief of staff and
general counsel.
The
principle
investigator is the person
who writes, applies for and
is responsible for a grant,
Wilkins said.
Phelps
admits
in
the
plea
agreement
that
she
intentionally
misapplied$27,087.20
from March 2005 through
December 2007, according

to the press release.
Phelps misapplied funds
by issuing 16 checks from
grants to people who weren’t
entitled to them, according
to the press release. She then
used the proceeds from the
checks and intentionally
spent them on things not preapproved by the grant.
In July 2007, a former
Western
student
and
Kaleidoscope
e m p l o y e e
r e p o r t e d
possible fraud
c o n c e r n s
related
to
irregularities
in
payroll
authorization.
Western
gave the FBI all
the information
related to the
investigation
last year.
Wilkins
said
Western
officials
were content to let federal
authorities
handle
the
situation.
Phelps was removed from
financial and administrative

oversight of the center in
October 2007 and resigned
from Western in November
2007.
The center isn’t fueled
by grant money anymore,
ALIVE Center Director Paul
Markham said. The center
gets money from Western’s
base
budget
through
the Kentucky Regional
Stewardship Program.
T
h
e
stewardship
program aims
to link the
resources and
knowledge of
universities
with
the
needs
and
challenges of
their regions,
according to
the Council on
Postsecondary
Education’s
Web site.
The change in funding
had nothing to do with
Phelps, Markham said.
The center was already
transitioning away from
grant funding.

Phelps admits
in the plea
agreement that
she intentionally
misapplied $27,087.20
from March 2005
through December
2007, according to
the press release.

Come as you are...
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No preaching... No alter calls... Just a quiet place to
pray, reflect and experience God.

Prayer labyrinth
available to walk.
Sponsored By:

WKU Wesley Foundation
United Methodist Campus Ministry
For more info contact Sami Wilson
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BEYOND THE HILL

U.S. House approves bill creating
center for campus public safety

EMILY ULBER
news@chherald.com
A new government office
could create tighter security
for college campuses across
the country.
The U.S. House of
Representatives approved a bill
last Tuesday to create an office
in the Justice Department
to help university forces
train for and prevent violent
incidents on college campuses,
according to the Library of
Congress Web site.
The office called the
National Center for Campus
Public Safety would issue
grants to campus safety
agencies, encourage research
to improve college safety and
conduct training, according to
the Associate Press.
It is currently under
consideration in the Senate,

according to the Library of
Congress Web site.
Deborah Wilkins, chief
of staff and general counsel,
said she doesn’t know enough
about the office yet to know
how grants would be issued.
However, she said the
Western Police Department is
hoping to apply for technology
grants.
“Our big need right now
is for additional technology,”
she said.
Western police could use
more televisions, computers
and closed-circuit television
cameras for surveillance
purposes, she said.
Maj. Mike Wallace, field
operations commander, said
he is interested to see how the
creation of the office could
affect Western.
“I see nothing but positives
for the university,” he said.

Wallace said that, while
grants have been given to
universities in the past, this is
the first time a specific office
has been created to address
problems with safety in higher
education.
“It’s been done for
elementary schools, high
schools, states and cities,” he
said. “But higher education
has fallen through the cracks.”
College campuses are
unique in the sense that it’s
difficult to monitor who’s
coming and going at all times,
Wilkins said.
Wilkins said she thinks
the creation of the office was
directly related to the 2007
attack on Virginia Tech.
The bill that would create
the office was sponsored by
Rep. Robert Scott, D-Va.,
according to the Library of
Congress Web site.

The most important
kind of love is the love
you have for yourself
Jennifer Dooper

diversions@chherald.com

In the spirit of this
Saturday’s holiday, I’d like to
discuss a kind of love that
we avoid talking about, blush
because of and even deny
having, especially if we’ve
been affected by socialization
any more than a peanut (this
includes everyone, I hope).
This love is described as
intimate and a prerequisite
for healthy relationships.
Indeed, some argue that we
can’t even consider getting
into relationships, especially
romantic ones, before we’ve
at least welcomed this love.
Misinterpreted by many as
being selfish, or even sinful, it
satisfies us in a way that only
can come from within. It is a
base upon which we can build
a life of happiness, but sadly,
it is seen as taboo in our highly
individualistic society.
This love is, of course, the
love of oneself. You can get
your minds out of the gutters
now. It has nothing to do with
solo sexual endeavors.
I’ll admit that I’m not a
personal counselor, spiritual
minister, psychologist or even
that great at giving advice.
I’m not going to try to fix any
searching souls who happen
to stumble across these words,
nor do I promise to understand
completely what I write.
That being said, however,

I suspect that what I have to
say about this hushed love
is nothing we haven’t heard
before. I simply think we don’t
hear about it often enough, and
certainly not enough in a good
light.
The belief that self-love is
negative is not a new
concept. John Calvin
called it “a pest,”
and Freud linked it
to narcissism. Eric
Fromm, in The Art of
Loving, highlighted
our 20th-century
culture’s reluctance
to
admit
the
importance of selflove. “It is assumed
that to the degree
to which I love
myself I do not love
others, that selflove is the same as
selfishness.”
However,
as
I think most of us
believe whether or
not we’re aware of
it, self-love isn’t bad
at all.
We’re aware of its
importance, because we are
eager to recognize the absence
of it in others. When someone’s
health goes wayward from
their own doing, for instance,
or when someone isn’t living
up to their potential in their

schoolwork, we notice it.
And we’re all guilty of dimly
observing relationships in
which one person pours more
of himself into the other.
Romantic relationship or
otherwise, the situation makes
us sad because deep down we
know that neither party is truly
satisfied.
Self-love, then, cannot
be unhealthy. In fact, when
approached moderately, it’s the
best thing you can
give yourself. And
it’s hardly selfish.
In fact, it feeds into
your love of others
because by loving
and caring for
yourself, you become
more capable of
loving and taking
care of others. And
as a result, you’ll
find that others find
it easier to love you,
too.
Its benefits are
endless. By loving
yourself,
you’ll
never have to be
with someone you
hate, you’ll sleep
better, you’ll spend
less on hospital
bills, and you’ll be a better
lover in your relationships.
You will recognize that being
alone doesn’t mean that you’re
lonely.
Happy Valentine’s Day,
everyone. Go out and share
your love but please, please,
don’t keep it from yourself.

By loving
yourself, you’ll
never have
to be with
someone you
hate, you’ll
sleep better,
you’ll spend
less on hospital
bills, and you’ll
be a better
lover in your
relationships.

Don’t be surprised if you turn a few heads!

FREE TAN WEEK

THE STRENGTH TO HEAL

February 9 -15
PLUS!
LOTION and
MEMBERSHIP
Specials
all week!

As a physical therapist and Ofﬁcer in the U.S. Army Reserve, you’ll be able to help our Soldiers resume an active
life. No one deserves it more. You’ll be able to prescribe treatment and see the results. You’ll even be able to write
a limited number of prescriptions. Perhaps best of all, you’ll be able to continue to practice in your community and
serve when needed.
To learn more about the U.S. Army Reserve Health Care Team, call Sgt. 1st Class Raymond
Bentley at 877-336-8291, email raymond.bentley@usarec.army.mil, or visit
healthcare.goarmy.com/info/c405.
©2008. Paid for by the United States Army. All rights reserved.

CUTTING-EDGE BEDS • KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF
INVITING ENVIRONMENT • MONEY-SAVING MEMBERSHIPS

(Next to Barnes & Noble)
1680 Campbell Lane • Bowling Green, KY

Visit us at: suntancity.com
Some restrictions apply. See store for details.
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News briefs

SGA supports book bill
Western made the grade this week by
landing a spot on the President’s Higher
Education Community Service Honor Roll.
The honor roll is the highest federal
recognition a school can get for its
commitment to service-learning and civic
engagement, according to the press release.
The Corporation for National and Community
Service honored Western with the honor
roll spot, according to the press release.
Innovation of service projects and
student participation in service activities
were among selection factors for the

ARIANA MCLAUGHLIN/Herald

“Recycling helps the planet because we have limited resources,” said Hannah Niemietz, a resident
assistant in Bemis Lawrence Hall. Western is participating in RecycleMania, a national competition
measuring how much colleges recycle.

The Student Government
Association passed a resolution encouraging faculty to
use Blackboard and a bill supporting Kentucky House of
Representatives Bill 226, or
the Back the Book Bill, at
Tuesday’s meeting.
The resolution encourages
teachers to use Blackboard
more frequently. It will allow
students and teachers to be
more organized and take learning outside the classroom,
according to the resolution.
The bill was passed as a promotion for the state-wide Back
the Book campaign, according
to the bill.
HB 226 would encourage
the containment of book costs
and make public universities
establish a deadline for faculty

to post the ISBN number and
price of all course material
among
other
measures,
according to the House bill.
SGA will set up a booth in the
Downing University Center as a
station for students to contact
their legislators about HB 226,
according to the SGA bill.
Each student who contacts
their representative will be put
in a drawing for five $200
book scholarships, according
to the bill.
—Mary Barczak

Wildlife specialist to speak at
Barnes and Noble

Students, faculty and staff
can take a walk on the wild
side at Barnes and Noble
Booksellers tonight.
Wildlife Specialist Tom
Barnes will appear in Barnes

Western in recycling competition

JOSH MOORE
news@chherald.com
Western officials are hoping
to stir up a mania for recycling in
the next few weeks.
Western is participating
in RecycleMania, a recycling
competition between universities
across the country, Sustainability
Coordinator Christian RyanDowning said.
The competition began Jan.
18 and lasts 10 weeks, she said. It
allows universities to report their
recycling volumes for various
materials and compare those with
other universities.
“More than anything, it’s an
opportunity to do something
fun and raise awareness,” RyanDowning said.
Western produced about 3
million pounds of solid waste last
year, she said.
Only 4 percent of that was
recycled. Officials want to
increase that number to 40
percent in the future, said Cristin
Lanham, garden and recycling
group leader.

Students wearing biohazard
suits went “dumpster diving” this
past fall to see just how much
of Western’s waste could be
recycled, Ryan-Downing said.
They determined 40 percent
of the trash could be recycled,
she said.
Western sees that as an
opportunity, but the biggest
barrier is a limited number of
recycling bins, Ryan-Downing
said.
Dorms on campus have bins
in place to collect plastic and
aluminum, so that’s where the
recycling effort will be focused
for now, she said.
Three new outside bins should
be in place around campus in the
next week, Ryan-Downing said.
The bins will collect paper
and plastic and will be placed in
Centennial Mall near Downing
University Center, outside Helm
Library and in front of Preston
Center, she said.
This
year,
Western
is
participating
in
the
RecycleMania
benchmark
division, Lanham said.

The
division
allows
universities to compare their
progress to other schools without
actually competing, said Alec
Cooley, program manager
for RecycleMania, which is
sponsored by the National
Recycling Coalition.
“The benchmark division is a
way for schools to get their toes
in the water,” he said.
Western will be competing
against itself this year, but
officials hope to have the
capacity to be competitive with
other universities next year,
Lanham said.
The first step is to convince the
campus to consume less, she said.
“The real success of a
recycling program is seen in
waste reduction,” she said.
RecycleMania involves 512
colleges and universities this
year, Cooley said.
Universities that choose to
enter the competition division are
ranked in targeted materials like
paper and bottles and cans as
well as overall, according to the
contest’s Web site.
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Big Game
Take a Timeout with

Papa John’s Pizza
3 Large
1 Topping

$21.99
Carryout or Delivery

Limited Delivery Area. Coupon Required.
Valid only at participating locations. Customer pays all applicable sales tax.
Not valid with any buy one get one free offer. One coupon per order.
* Delivery charge may apply. *

Expires 2/28/09

1 Large
1 Topping

$8.99

Residence Halls and
Academic Buildings Only

Limited Delivery Area. Coupon Required.
Valid only at participating locations. Customer pays all applicable sales tax.
Not valid with any buy one get one free offer. One coupon per order.
* Delivery charge may apply. *

Expires 2/28/09

Enough for 1 or 2

1 Topping

1 Topping

& Breadsticks or Garlic
Parmesan Breadsticks

$11.99

Limited Delivery Area. Coupon Required.
Valid only at participating locations. Customer pays all applicable sales tax.
Not valid with any buy one get one free offer. One coupon per order.
* Delivery charge may apply. *
ORIGINAL OR THIN CRUST
PAN PIZZA EXTRA

Expires 2/28/09
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and Noble’s Kentucky Live!
Series at 7 p.m., according to a
Western press release.
Barnes, a professor of
forestry at the University of
Kentucky, often speaks about
wildlife management and
damage control, according to
the press release.
He’s
penned
books
including “Gardening for the
Birds” and “Kentucky’s Last
Great Places,” according to the
press release.
Barnes also writes for
magazines including “Kentucky
Gardener” and “Back Home in
Kentucky,” according to the
press release.
Barnes will sign copies
of his newest book, “Rare
Wildflowers of Kentucky,”
following the presentation.
—Marianne Hale
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$7.99

Limited Delivery Area. Coupon Required.
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FEATURE PHOTO

His own wheels
Matt Davis, coordinator of student disability services
at Western, pauses to share a moment with a dog
along his normal route of 12 miles in southern Warren
County.
Davis was born with spina bifida, a birth defect that
involves the incomplete development of the spinal cord
or its coverings.
“Training keeps me busy, and I’m trying to put more
miles in to take advantage of this nice weather,” Davis
said.
Davis is training for a three upcoming races in
Louisville known as the triple crown of running.
DANIEL HOUGHTON/Herald
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Must Purchase
Expires 6-30-08
12/30/09
Must
Purchase 33 Pizzas
Pizzas  Offer
Offer Expires

( AXiXeGTfgXWFb:bbW
Please mention coupon when ordering. One coupon per person per visit at participating Pizza Hut locations. Not valid in
combination with any other special offer or coupon. Valid on Carryout or Delivery where available. Limited delivery area.
Delivery charge may apply.

CHH

A Brighter Light On Kentucky
And we’ll never stop working to get that light even brighter.
Striving to improve the positive impact on our
economy, community, environment, diversity.
Visit toyotageorgetown.com to discover the
hundreds of ways we work for Kentucky.
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Senior Photos
Monday, Feb. 23rd ....................... 10AM - 5PM
Tuesday, Feb. 24th ...................... 12PM - 8PM
Wednesday, Feb. 25th ................. 9AM - 5PM
Thursday, Feb. 26th ..................... 12PM - 4PM
Friday, Feb. 27th .......................... 9AM - 4PM
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2008-2009 FACULTY AWARDS
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Seniors MUST make an appointment at
www.ouryear.com school code: 367

27

Foreign affection

Rafael Cocha, a senior from Salta,
Argentina, and Union senior Linsey
Ellis spend most of their free time
together. “She helps me to enjoy
more being apart from my family, the
people I love,” Cocha said. “When
you leave your country, you need
that affection or that love that just
your family can give you.”
Cocha goes every night to visit
Ellis at her job off campus. “I’ve
found love now,” Cocha said.
“Love motivates me to think about
my future in a way that I’ve never
thought about before.”
“I’m very blessed,” Ellis said. “I’m
happy and complete with him.”

Faculty Award for Teaching
Faculty Award for Research/Creativity
Faculty Award for Public Service
Faculty Award for Student Advisement
Nominations for WKU full-time faculty members are now being accepted for the 2008-2009 college and university-wide Faculty
Awards. The areas of University Libraries and Information Technology may jointly select two awardees: one for
research/creativity and one for public service. The Bowling Green Community College may select three awardees: one for
teaching, one for public service, and one for student advisement. Each of the other colleges - the College of Education and
Behavioral Sciences, College of Health and Human Services, Gordon Ford College of Business, Ogden College of Science and
Engineering, and Potter College of Arts & Letters - may select four awardees: one for teaching, one for research/creativity, one for
public service, and one for student advisement. Only full-time faculty members are eligible for these awards, and each nomination
must be for a single individual (joint or team nominations are not accepted).
Nominations may be made using the form below or completing the nomination form available in the Office of the Provost and
Vice President for Academic Affairs or the Academic Deans and Departmental offices. The deadline for submitting applications
is Friday, February 20, 2009. The College winners of each award will be considered for the University-wide awards, and one
overall winner in each category will be chosen. The WKU Alumni Association makes a cash award to each recipient of the
university-wide awards and the university provides an engraved silver bowl to each. The award winners are recognized annually
at an appropriate ceremony.
I hereby nominate

from the Department of
for the:
Teaching Award

Public Service Award

Research/Creativity Award

Student Advisement Award

Nominee’s Address
Phone Number

E-mail Address

In support of the nomination, I would like to add the following comments:

2008-2009 Cultural Enhancement Series
Tuesday
February 17
7:30 p.m.
Capitol Arts
Theatre (Downtown)

Richard Norton Smith:
Our Lincoln
Richard Norton Smith,
nationally recognized
authority on the American
presidency, discusses
Abraham Lincoln, the
president against whom
all others are measured.

Your Name
Address

City, State, Zip Code

Department
___Faculty
Please return form to:

Phone Number
___Staff

E-mail Address
___Alumnus

___Student

___Other

Admission is free and the public is welcome.
For more information, call 270-745-5204.

FACULTY AWARDS
Office of the Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
Western Kentucky University, WAB 239
1906 College Heights Blvd.
Bowling Green, KY 42101
270.745.2653 • www.wkuherald.com

Deadline: Friday, February 20, 2009
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TRACK& FIELD

Smellie overcomes adversity, becomes track star

JONATHAN LINTNER
sports@chherald.com
Western junior Gavin Smellie
pictured himself on the field as a
collegiate athlete — just not one
circled by an eight-lane track.
A star soccer forward at Dante
Alighieri Academy in Ontario,
Canada, Smellie was on his way
to earning an athletic scholarship
and playing in the U.S., a dream
stimulated by his family’s
immigration from Jamaica.
Then adversity put a foot in
the door, and Smellie suffered
an ankle injury that would
change not only his path to the
states but his athletic forte.
Five years later, Smellie is
a fixture on Western’s men’s
relay teams as well as a standout
sprinter. Turns out his decision
to rehabilitate and take up track
and field as a high school senior
was a good one.
Smellie’s soccer prowess
assisted in a smooth transition
to track and field.
“You have to do a lot of
running (in soccer),” Smellie
said. “It’s 90 minutes and
people run for the whole time.
I think it gave me somewhat of
an endurance and some speed.”
Smellie’s speed originally
caught the eye of Western

track coach Erik Jenkins at the
Pan-American Juniors. Smellie
finished sixth in the 200-meter
and was part of two solid 4x400
teams as a high school senior.
“We liked the fact that he
could run 55-meters up to
400-meters,” Jenkins said. “Then
we had to sell him on the idea
of coming here (Western) and
creating a sprinting program.”
In his third year at Western,
the junior sprinter can’t stay out
of his coach’s view.
“I like Gavin because he’ll
compete,” Jenkins said. “That
includes all the little things.
The workouts, weight room,
ice, anything he has to do.”
For 2009, Smellie is setting
his eyes on the near future. That
includes returning to the NCAA
Indoor Championships, where
last year he earned all-American
honors in a 4x400 relay team
that clocked 3:18.16 seconds.
But the dedication takes its
toll. Track and field doesn’t
consume all of Smellie’s time
— just most of it.
Between daily workouts,
practices, film sessions and
every-weekend meets, Smellie
relaxes to a game of NBA 2k9
and tries to catch a party with
his teammates.
A busy lifestyle of track

LUKE SHARRETT/Herald

Junior sprinter Gavin Smellie earned all-American honors running the 4x400 relay at the 2008 NCAA Indoor Championships . A native of
Jamaica, Smellie credits developed endurance and speed during his high school soccer career at Dante Alighieri Academy in Ontario, Canada.
training is something the sprinter
enjoys, and he hopes to continue
his running career after his stint
in college concludes.

“I can’t say for sure, but
I’d like to return to Jamaica,”
Smellie said. “Jamaica is the
land of my birth and the weather

is perfect.”
With an impending degree
in accounting from Western in
his back pocket and a never-

ending work ethic, Smellie has
potential to succeed.
He has a seamless soccer-totrack transition to prove it.

ACADEMICS

look. listen. feel. visit chherald.com.

Beshear calls for ‘thorough’
review of KERA, CATS tests

MANDY SIMPSON
news@chherald.com
Paula
Quinn
noticed
something unusual about one
of the hardest working students
in her basic reporting course
after the class turned in its first
written assignment.
The student, who always
participated in class and made an
effort to succeed, could barely
write a complete sentence, said
Quinn, an associate professor of
journalism and broadcasting.
An announcement on Feb. 4
from Gov. Steve Beshear may
help prevent experiences like
Quinn’s at state universities.
Beshear requested a “thorough
review” of the Kentucky
Education Reform Act during
his State of the Commonwealth
Address, according to the speech
transcript.
The general assembly passed
KERA 19 years ago, and the
legislature has amended the bill
a few times since then said Jill
Midkiff, spokeswoman for the
governor.
“Kentucky
impressed
the nation in 1990 with its
commitment to reshaping

its school system, and the
benefits for our children and
our state have been significant
and measurable,” Beshear said
during the address. “But that
was nearly two decades ago.”
The problem of underprepared students entering college
is increasingly becoming an issue,
Provost Barbara Burch said.
Significant numbers of
Western students need some
kind of supplemental or
developmental course to prepare
them for the standard college
curriculum, Burch said.
These courses often cover
material students should have
learned in high school, she
said.
“It’s a difficult problem
because we don’t want to put
students in a situation where
they can’t be successful, but it
takes extra costs to students and
the university to give them the
skills,” Burch said.
While reviewing KERA, the
legislature may look for ways
to reduce universities’ need for
such remedial courses, Midkiff
said.
She said the governor and
legislature are always concerned

with ensuring students are
college-ready upon high school
graduation.
Quinn said she has
encountered multiple students
unable to write full paragraphs
or construct a grammatically
correct sentence.
“That is a terrible, terrible
system, and we’ve done a huge
disservice to students with the
KERA system,” she said.
Burch said many people in
higher education are hoping
KERA reforms will increase
incentives for students to do
well in high school.
Students can sometimes
complete the current high school
education requirements before
their senior year leaving them
without academically challenging
schedules a year before entering
college, she said.
KERA currently operates
with the Commonwealth
Accountability Testing System,
which requires all public
school students to take the
Kentucky Core Content Test
and complete writing portfolios
among other things, according
to the Kentucky Department of
Education Web site.

BOWLING GREEN

City commission passes second
reading of development ordinance

EMILY ULBER
news@chherald.com
Western students are one step
closer to parking downtown.
The Bowling Green City
Commission called a special
meeting yesterday morning
to pass the second reading of
an ordinance for refinancing
downtown redevelopment.
The redevelopment plan
includes a parking garage that
will be available to Western
students.
The
430-spot
parking
structure will have a large
percentage of spots available
to Western students during the
day, Mayor Elaine Walker said.
The redevelopment plan
also includes finishing Bowling
Green’s minor-league baseball
park.
Commissioner
Bruce
Wilkerson said he expects the
garage to be completed by
April.
The second reading of the
ordinance was the only topic
of discussion at the meeting,
according to the agenda.
It was approved with a 4-0
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vote, she said. Commissioner
Joe Denning was unable to
attend the meeting.
Bad market conditions made
it necessary to temporarily
change the source of funding for
the development, Walker said.
Warren County officials
decided to use new market tax
credits for private development.
The new market tax credits
require dedicating a portion of
taxes on new revenue generated
by Graves-Gilbert Clinic, the
Medical Center and Western
to buying the land and starting
construction on the garage and
finishing the baseball park.
They are expected to generate
$9 million.
City officials’ original plan
was to sell tax increment financing
bonds, but the bonds wouldn’t
sell because of the condition of
the economy, Walker said.
In TIF Districts, city bonds
are sold to raise money for new
development. A portion of new
tax revenue in the district, created
from things such as new jobs, is
used to repay those bonds.
A Single Purpose Entity was
created to handle the interim

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

financing, Walker said.
A SPE is a group created
for a specific, limited purpose,
Wilkerson said.
The city will return to selling
the TIF bonds to pay for the
development when the markets
ease up again, Wilkerson said.
Parking structures are
extremely expensive to build,
Walker said.
Leasing the spots in the
garage will save Western
money and benefit students
by giving them more places to
park, Walker said.
“It’s a win-win situation,”
she said.
At the Board of Regents
meeting on Oct. 31, President
Gary Ransdell said the
agreement will benefit Western
because students will have more
access to downtown.
Western will pay about
$250,000 a year for 20 years
to lease 200 parking spots and
then pay the same amount for
300 spots for another 10 years.
After 30 years, Western will
pay $1 per year for the spaces.
The plan will cost about $7.5
million dollars.
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Rich

Baseball prep begins rain or shine

“It didn’t matter who you were. You could be
their best friend and if you did something wrong,
they were gonna let you know about it,” Rich
said. “But afterwards ... they left it out there. They
didn’t care. They’d ask you to go eat with them.
They would fuss at me (and I wouldn’t take the
wrong way), and we would go and cut up and
laugh after practice.”
To be successful for the rest of the season, as
well as in the conference tournament, it’s going to
take all of the Lady Toppers, Rich said.
Rich does more than just sit on the perimeter
and wait for the ball. This season she has gathered
up 91 rebounds, second most on the team, and
she is the best free throw shooter in the Sun Belt,
hitting 87.5 percent.
Rich expected to be capable of shooting well
this season because she spent plenty of time in the
gym this past summer, she said.
As far as her expectations for the team this
season, the Lady Toppers have hit a few bumps,
but Rich still has faith they can reach some of their
original goals.
“Even though we haven’t been that successful
in the conference this year, we all still believe we
can win the (Sun Belt Conference Tournament),”
Rich said.

Continued

from sports front

That potential came to
fruition over time.
The Overton High School
product averaged 24 points and
12 rebounds his senior season and
due to a transcript issue with the
NCAA, Kerusch elected to play
at Itawamba (Miss.) Community
College rather than sit out a
season at a four-year college.
In his one season at Itawamba,
Kerusch averaged 18.9 points
and nine rebounds, collecting
all-region honors while helping
the Indians to its first state title
in 46 years.
In his year at the school,
Kerusch made as big an impact
on the campus as on the court.
“By the end of the basketball
season he was kind of a rock
star on campus,” Itawamba
head coach Marty Cooper
said. “Students, teachers,
administrators, everybody knew
Sergio. He’s not afraid to talk to
anybody. He might be talking to
the guy who cleans the floor at
our events center or he might be
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SARAH HYMAN
sports@chherald.com

ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/Herald

Junior guard Kenzie Rich looks for an open
teammate to pass to during the first half of
Western’s game against South Alabama.

talking to the president of the
college. You just never know.”
This rock star’s interests stem
beyond basketball. As a child,
Kerusch was also involved in
many activities, ranging from
acting to martial arts.
“At one time he had about
four or five different things
going on,” his mother, Belinda
Kerusch, said. “I always tried to
keep him busy so he wouldn’t
be drawn to the negative things
in the community.”
At Western, the selfproclaimed “gym rat” eats,
sleeps and breathes basketball.
“He’s
got
the
right
personality to give the right
kind of support,” senior guard
Orlando Mendez-Valdez said.
“He’s young. He’s got great
energy. It’s a process, but he’s
got the talent to get through it.”
But off the court, Kerusch
prefers to play video games and
watch cartoons and movies as
much as watching basketball.
His current show? “American
Dragon: Jake Long,” a Disney
Channel cartoon. You can thank
his two nieces for his love of
cartoons, and also for his dislike
of SpongeBob Squarepants.
“I
watch
SpongeBob

Squarepants with them all day
long,” he jokes. “I cannot stand
anything that is pink or yellow.”
Though his levity is
appreciated, there are times
when Kerusch’s personality can
clash with the focus of the team.
“There have been a couple
practices where Serge was
acting like he was hurt, didn’t
do much in the weight room,
and Orlando wasn’t happy with
it,” McDonald said. “And that
next day in practice, you could
see Orlando go after Serge, and
try to embarrass him.”
Though he may have room to
mature, Kerusch has a constant
reminder of his purpose.
He has a tattoo on his left
wrist. Inked in cursive is the
word: “One,” as in being “The
One.” Something his mother said
is important to not only himself,
but his family and neighborhood.
“We have a religious belief,
that he has a purpose on this
Earth,” Belinda Kerusch said.
“To be able to go out and do
good and come back to his
neighborhood and bring some
good back, give back.”
Sergio agrees.
“I’m supposed to be here
right now,” he said.

This time of year, Chris
Finwood is part baseball coach,
part weatherman.
In just the last week, he’s had
to schedule practices around
temperatures ranging from 70
degrees to zero degrees, along
with the accompanying ice,
snow, and high winds.
“Basically, if it’s 35 degrees
and the sun’s out, we’re going
to be out on that field,” he said.
“The days when it’s warm,
it’s just bonuses, but the cold
doesn’t bother us a bit.”
The team has been practicing
outside since January to prepare
them for the regular season.
Though Finwood doesn’t let
his players come in from the
cold, he realizes that most fans
won’t show up to Denes Field
until the weather warms up.
However, he knows that there
are other factors involved.
“Winning
and
the
expectations of your team will
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Baseball Newspaper.
Finwood said that this
season is the first since he came
to Western four years ago that
the team has had substantial
depth at each position, giving
an extra dimension to an
already solid team.
With the added depth,
Finwood said he can move
players around to play in
different positions, hopefully
getting some younger players
more experience in the
process.
Junior outfielder Matt
Hightower said that though a
few players have stood out in
practice, most are playing at
the same level as when they
won the SBC title last season.
“We all have our own issues
that we have to work at and get
better at,” he said. “But other
than that, everyone’s basically
the same.”
Western begins its season
in a three-game series against
Toledo beginning on Feb. 20
at Denes Field.

RESIDENTIAL COUNSELOR FOR
SUMMER PROGRAMS
FOR GIFTED STUDENTS
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Resourceful
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also help,” he said. “You may
get a few more fans to watch
a team that’s supposed to be
first in bad weather than a team
that’s supposed to be last.”
After
winning
last
season’s Sun Belt Conference
Tournament championship but
losing in the first round of
the NCAA regionals, Western
is projected to win its first
regular season conference title
this year.
But junior pitcher Matt
Ridings said that after reaching
the NCAA tournament last
year, the team has bigger
goals.
“We got there and it was kind
of like, not the best we could
do, but whatever happened
was a positive,” Ridings said.
“This year we know we can
get there and we want to make
it farther.”
After finishing 32-27 last
season, the team returns all
but one player while adding
a 12-man recruiting class that
was recognized by Collegiate

Dancing Day & Night • DJs
Free Spring Break Model Search
Calendar (1st 1,000 reservations)

www.SandpiperBeacon.com

Western Kentucky University, Center for Gifted Studies will
employ 14-16 individuals to serve as residential counselors for
the two week Summer Camp for Academically Talented Middle
School Students (June 14-June 26) and the three-week Summer
Program for Verbally and Mathematically Precocious Youth
(June 28-July 18). Each Counselor will have direct
responsibility for supervising the conduct and activities of 12-16
residential students when these students are not in class. In
addition the counselor staff will be responsible for planning,
implementing, and supervising individual and group recreational
activities for SCATS and VAMPY students in the evenings and
on weekends. The residential counselor staff will work under the
direct supervision of Dr. Julia Roberts, Director of The Center for
Gifted Studies, and Mrs. Carolyn Hagaman,
Coordinator of Summer Programming.
Because the residential counselors must work closely with gifted
young people and are expected to serve as positive adult role models
for these students, individuals selected for these positions must:

1. Have completed at least one year of college and be
enrolled as a college student or have a college degree.
2. Have demonstrated a high level of academic
performance
3. Be on high moral character.
4. Have had successful experience working with young
people.
5. Have recreational interests/skills which can be shared
with young people.
Once selected, the individual is responsible for
submitting a criminal background check.
Residential Counselors will live in the residence hall with
the camp/program students and will work seven days a
week. The salary is $300 per week plus room and meals
To apply please send resume and cover letter to
Dr. Julia Roberts at the Center for Gifted Studies or the
Human Resources Department at
Western Kentucky University

APPLICATION DEADLINE:
February 16, 2009
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Personality
Kerusch’s demeanor brings levity, challenge

DAVID HARTEN
sports@chherald.com
Sophomore guard Sergio Kerusch says he’ll get it.
Not a rebound or a loose ball. A basket or a defensive
stop. No, this goes beyond basketball. He’s on a mission.
To get pop singer Rihanna’s number.
It’s his topic of conversation for the moment. In between
takes during a photo shoot, his smile never fades. It’s
constantly shining. Still sure of himself.
“I’m gonna get that number,” he says.
This is just one of the many things anyone around the
Western men’s basketball program has come to expect from
the six-foot, five-inch swingman from Memphis who has a
big game and the dynamic personality to match.
“He’s got such an infectious personality, I think everyone

loves it,” head coach Ken McDonald said. “I love Serge’s
energy, I think the fans love his effort. He does so much on
raw ability.”
His abilities have currently helped him lead the team in
rebounding at 6.6 per game and rank fourth on the team in
scoring at 9.9. But Kerusch’s on-court talents are far from
the only dimension to this energetic big man with the big
laugh and easy-going attitude.
Kerusch, who grew up on Memphis’ north side, learned
a lesson early on that spawned his positive and sometimes
goofy personality.
“I grew up in a rough part of Memphis,” Kerusch said.
“And one of the things I learned is, you see a lot of things
as a kid that you don’t often see. So one thing I was taught
was a way to get through it, instead of crying every night and
going out and beating up everybody, was to smile. Because

your smile helps others smile.”
Smiles are what he has been bringing to the faces of
Western fans. Kerusch’s athleticism, teamed with his innate
ability to find the ball, has made for both dominating
performances and highlight-worthy plays. He currently leads
the team with five double-doubles this season.
Growing up in a tough environment, those plays may not
have had the opportunity to happen if Kerusch hadn’t had
the support he got from his community. A community that
wouldn’t let him fail.
“They used to call me the ‘Hood Hope,’ or the ‘Hood
Promise,” he said. “No matter where I would go, I was
protected. Even though there was criminals, I was protected
because they weren’t gonna let anything happen to me,
because they saw potential.”
See KERUSCH,
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Rich provides experience, leadership to Lady Toppers

RYAN CAREY
sports@chherald.com
After winning the Sun Belt
Conference Tournament last
season and getting engaged a
week later, junior guard Kenzie
Rich will be playing for her
third ring in a year, when the
Lady Toppers play their first
game in this year’s tournament.
Rich will be the most
experienced Lady Topper on the

court in this season’s tournament
in Hot Springs, Ark.
Rich has had to step into
a leadership role this season
after senior forward Dominique
Duck decided to take a medical
redshirt.
But Rich is the first to admit
that she’s not always the most
vocal.
“I’m not the type of person
that if you do something wrong,
I’m gonna get up in your face,

GET INSIDE THE GAME

or anything like that,” Rich
said. “You know, I’ll just try to
tell you what you should do.”
But since Duck’s absence,
Rich had to make some
adjustments and become more
of a vocal leader in practice and
in games.
Earlier this season Mary
Taylor Cowles was asked how
the team’s makeup would
change after Crystal Kelly left
and if Western still had two

or three key players. She said
that former Western coach Paul
Sanderford taught her a long
time ago that a team needed to
have three constants. Cowles
said she believed that Kelly was
one of those constants last year
because of her exposure.
“But I felt like Dominique
Duck was a true constant for
us last year,” Cowles said.
“And then in December, I felt
like Arnika Brown was a true

INSIDE

constant. I thought Kenzie Rich
was a true constant.”
Rich has proven that she can
be a leader on the court by
shooting her way to 10th on the
Sun Belt scoring list by racking
in 330 points this season.
Rich is fourth in the
conference with 52 threepointers made this season.
Along with her ability to hit
the three, her sometimes quiet
demeanor means that when she

Western’s men’s rugby team lost 25-24
to Middle Tennessee Technical University on
Friday, Feb. 7. Western came back from a 18-5
deficit at halftime.

A DIFFERENT
TRACK

VOLLEYBALL
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DODGEBALL

Western’s Dodgeball team hosted
Greenwood High School on Sunday, Feb 9.
Western hoped to use the games both in
preparation for an upcoming match against
Kentucky as well as a recruitment tool for
potential dodgeball players from Greenwood.

Western’s women’s volleyball team played
shorthanded, and despite their efforts lost
25-18, 25-21 and 25-23 to Bowling Green
State. Western then lost 25-7, 25-11, 25-16
to Dayton.

Once a standout soccer player,
Gavin Smellie is now a star on
Western’s track team. PAGE 10
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does talk, other people listen.
Rich isn’t trying to cause
any tension on the team by
raising her voice every now
and then, because one of the
biggest leadership lessons she
learned from previous Lady
Toppers such as Kelley and
Charlotte Marshall is that what
happens at practice stays at
practice.
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